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In Performance
During Cabaret Night at West Potomac High School on Jan. 15, Jessica Niles per-
formed “Per Piieta.” She is studying vocal performance and opera in Juilliard’s
Pre-College program.

More photos, page 3.

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

T
he partial government
shutdown was more than
an October surprise dur-

ing the race for governor. Newly
available statistics from the Vir-
ginia Department of Taxation
show the month was also an un-
expected boost to sales tax rev-
enues across the commonwealth.

Fairfax County, for example, re-
corded a 15.5 percent spike in
sales tax revenue in October 2013
compared to October 2012. But
state and local officials says that’s
because several major department
stores neglected to increase their
sales tax rate to reflect the new
regional tax for transportation
when the new fiscal year began in

Retail Worries
October numbers artificially
inflated; holiday numbers
could spell trouble.

See Budget Fray,  Page 19

See Sales Tax,  Page 21

By Victoria Ross

The Gazette

D
espite the lingering
impact of an anemic
economy, and the re-
gional ripple effects

of federal sequestration, Fairfax
County residents will see some
concrete signs of progress this
year.

That message was delivered by
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors Chairman Sharon Bulova,
who cast a mostly positive light on
the county’s future during a me-
dia screening of her televised an-
nual State of the County address

Bulova highlights accomplishments,
challenges in annual address.

Into the
Budget Fray

Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors Chairman
Sharon Bulova hosted a
media screening of her
annual State of the
County address on
Wednesday, Jan. 15.
Residents can view the
address on YouTube at
http://youtu.be/YzeaC3K-
wiY
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Cabaret Night at West Potomac
Friends and family filled the Springbank Auditorium Stage for the West Potomac
Choral Department’s Cabaret Night on Jan. 15. It was a night filled with solos and
collaborations such as Emma Harris (left), Sanou Diallo, and Pablo O’Connell
performing “Ho Hey.”

Photos by Renée Ruggles/The Gazette

William Havranek chose
“Somewhere” from West
Side Story, telling the
audience that song
brings hope to people
who listen to it. He is
also a member of the
Virginia Honors Choir.

Fiona Penn, who is also a
dancer, delighted everyone
with her performance of
“Somewhere That’s Green.”

Aanya Jhaveri, a 7th
grader from Sandburg
Middle School, chose
“I’ve Got the Sun in the
Morning” during her
performance as a guest
of the Choral Depart-
ment.

Pablo O’Connell accompanied several
performers, on guitar, as well as taking
the stage to sing “Golden Lady.”

Tegan
Wilson
delivered a
soulful
perfor-
mance of
“Heavy.”

See Wookworker,  Page 4

By Senitra T. McCombs

The Connection

A
lexandria woodworker
Benjamin Leatham will
be among the more
than 250 jury selected

artists showcasing their works at
the Sugarloaf Crafts Festival from
Jan. 24-26 at Dulles Expo Center
in Chantilly.

“I’ve been doing it [Sugarloaf
Festival] for a couple of years. And
I was always impressed by the art-
ists. I was very excited about it.
It’s a great show,” he said.

The theme of Leatham’s booth
is handcrafted gourmet kitchen
tools such as crepe tool sets, serv-
ing spoons and French rolling
pens.

Although he has several special-
ties, he primarily focuses on cre-
ating “utensils, sculptural cutting
boards and salad bowls.”

“I grew up on a farm in western
Maryland and I’ve been in love
with food all of my life. I’ve
worked in Hyatt restaurants for
about 15 years,” he said.

Leatham believes his knowledge
of cooking and kitchen tools gives
his creations one edge over his
competitors: functionality and
durability.

One project he is particularly
proud of is renovating his small
spatula after three generations of
use.

“A lot of people when they make
a spatula the thing they neglect
most is that front edge. I’ve always
had that sharp edge but now visu-
ally and ergonomically it’s beauti-
ful. It’s really in its final evolution,”
he said.

Most of his inspiration for his
works comes from nature.

In designing his cutting boards,
he focuses on the grain and flow
of the wood in connection to the
board’s shape.

“I’m not particularly a fan of
straight lines or square edges, a lot
of my stuff is biomorphic. It’s very
sculptural and flowing. It’s very
ergonomic so that the handle fits
the palm of your hand whether
your right handed or left handed,”
Leatham said.

Another aspect of Leatham’s
cookware is that he only uses “ex-
otic domestic woods” such as
maple, cherry and walnut.

Moreover, he uses sustainable or
recyclable trees that have been cut
down due to the weather or by
power line companies for all of his
bowl collections.

“… one of the things that sets
my products apart is the high du-
rability and low upkeep required
by the customer is very little com-
pared to what they would get from
other products,” he said.

Leatham grew up in the wood

Work on Display
Local woodworker participates in
Sugarloaf Crafts Festival.

Woodworker
Benjamin
Leatham

Photo Contributed
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News

working industry. Watching his father, who
was a custom homes builder, first sparked
his interest in the industry.

He continued to hone his wood working
skills on the side after he enlisted in the
Navy. Once he resettled in the Maryland/
Northern Virginia area he worked with an
architectural mill work company for six
years which he credits for helping him ad-

vance his wood working skills.
Outside of his main hobby of woodwork-

ing, he loves fishing and being out in na-
ture.

He has a BA in biology and a minor in
education.

The Sugarloaf Crafts Festival, formerly
Sugarloaf Mountain Works, was founded by
Deann and George Verdier in 1975. It was
created with the mission of providing a
“low-overhead marketplace where artists

and craftspeople could sell their unique cre-
ations direct to craftlovers.” In 1976, the
first Sugarloaf Crafts Festival was held in
Gaithersburg, Md. with 200 artisans.

This year’s festival will be held over three
days (Friday, Jan. 24 and Saturday, Jan. 25
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and Sunday, Jan.
26 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.).

Adult admission is $8 online and $10 at
the door, and free for children under 12.
Admission is good for all three days of the

festival. Free parking is available on site.
Unlike other craft shows, shoppers can

speak directly to the actual artists instead
of salespeople. And they can also watch live
demonstrations where they can see the cre-
ations evolve from ideas to completion.

For  more  in format ion  on  the
Sugarloaf Festival, show previews, ex-
hibitor lists and admission discounts, go
to www.sugarloafcrafts.com or call 800-
210-9900.

Local Woodworker Participates in Crafts Festival

Greek  •  Italian  •  American
571-312-6690 • 7601 Fordson Road, Alexandria, VA

For menu, visit: www.mammaskitchenva.com

JOIN US JANUARY 25TH FROM 4–8 P.M.
Call or Dine-In ~ Order One Large Pizza of Your Choice

& Get a Second Large One-Topping Pizza for FREE!
(Mention the special when ordering. One per customer. No substitutions, please.)

We will also be giving out a Free Specialty Dessert.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUOUS SUPPORT AND LOYALTY!

~ The Staff of Mamma’s Kitchen

   
Cele

brating 5 Years   Mount Vernon Community
in the
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For more information: www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Riverwood $759,900
3713 Riverwood Road

Fabulous 5 BR, 3.5 BA Colonial
in prestigious river front com-
munity of Riverwood. 3 finished
levels, updated & expanded
kitchen w/plenty of storage –
large sun room addition with
wrap-around deck overlooking a
beautiful, fenced bkyd. 425 SF

of storage below sun room – remodeled baths – finished walk-out
lower level w/2 BRs, rec room, den and full bath. 5 minutes to Ft.
Belvoir, 15 mins to Old Town, Alex, 25/30 mins to Pentagon/D.C.

Alex./Riverside Estates $609,900
8310 Cherry Valley Lane

Large spectacular 4BR/3BA Split
w/2 car garage and 3100 sq ft.
with a 640 sq ft addition adds an
expanded MBR/MBA suite.
Beautifully updated kitchen &
baths. Updated HVAC system,
hot water heater and replace-
ment windows. Professional

office below the expanded MBR. This house will cater to your every
need. Coming soon but can be shows now thru Rex . Agents 3% com-
mission offered.

Alex./HollinHall Village
$429,900

1704 Jamestown Road
Beautiful home, loaded w/charm, on
a quiet cul-de-sac. Hdwd floors, new
furnace and newer windows. Side
addition adds separate Din Rm or
office. Adorable kitchen w/granite &
new appliances. Sun Rm/Fam Rm in
back w/vaulted ceiling, skylights &

cozy breakfast nook. Lovely fenced bkyd w/brick patio & shed. Local shops
and restaurants. Walk to pool. WAYNEWOOD ELEM! 8 mins to Old Town, 12
mins to Ntl Airport (N), or Ft. Belvoir (S)- 20 mins to Pentagon/D.C.

Alexandria City/
Cameron Station $724,900

5242 Tancreti Lane
Cameron Station’s finest offering!
Beautiful 4 level brick townhome,
end unit, with 2 car garage.
Gorgeous upgrades throughout and
meticulously maintained. Spacious,
open floor-plan, gourmet kitchen
with granite and SS, high ceilings,

hardwood floors, beautiful bathrooms, trex decking, dual zone HVAC, etc.
It’s a 10! Fabulous location inside the beltway, close to Old Town,
Pentagon, National Airport, and D.C. Community shuttle to nearby metro.

Woodbridge, Belmont Bay
Rental $1,800

830 Belmont Bay Dr. #502
Immaculate Condo 2BRs,
Den & 2.5 Baths – Shows like
a model- Top of the line
Kitchen with Granite &
Breakfast Bar – Sunny and
bright with beautiful MBA

suite – Near Marina, Golf course and VRE – Short commute
to Ft. Belvoir, and Quantico

Alex./Mt. Zephyr $519,900
8529 Richmond Ave

Large beautifully updated 4BR,
2.5 BA Split w/large spacious 2
car garage. Updated kit w/cherry
cabinets & corian counters-2.5
updated baths w/12” ceramic tile
floors & newer vanities & mirrors.
Replacement double pane win-
dows throughout plus lovely

screened porch overlooking large landscaped backyard with beautiful
privacy fence. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 to Old Town, 25 mins to Ntl
Airport- Short Sale–In great condition, Super Buy.
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News

On behalf of the PTA, President Sara
Jefferies presented Dr. Maureen Marshall
with a welcome gift.

Students perform for their new principal.

Guests were invited to enjoy baked treats
as part of the reception. All of the table
decorations were made by students in Art
Class.

Led by Music Teacher Lianne LaFleur, 3rd-6th grade students played several songs to
welcome new Principal Dr. Maureen Marshall.

Photos by Renée Ruggles/The Gazette

Reception for New Principal
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A
 delegation of 26 adults and two
children from Mount Vernon
Unitarian Church, led by mem-
ber Laura Castro and the Rev.

Kate Walker participated in the Day of Vigil
and Advocacy for Responsible Gun Laws
along with advocates from throughout the
state on Martin Luther King Day in Rich-
mond.

“It’s time for us to speak up,” Walker said.
“We will not be silent while some of our
legislators erode the safety of the public
with dangerous legislation that serves to
protect false individual rights at the expense
of our community safety.  We will not be
silent, and we will speak with action.  Those
legislators who support action such as uni-
versal back ground checks need to know we
have their backs.”

Castro, a member of Moms Demand Ac-
tion, said that after the rally, the MVUC
group split into three to talk with senators
and house of delegates’ members on com-

mittees that will be considering gun legis-
lation this session.

“We think the tide is changing,” she said.
“We want our communities to be safe. We
are not trying to take everyone’s guns away;
we see this as a public safety issue.”

Mount Vernon
Unitarians meet with
legislators on Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day.

Church Delegation Advocates for Responsible Gun Laws

A delegation from Mount Vernon Unitarian Church holds its banner “Standing on the Side of Live” on the
grounds of the state capitol before visiting legislators to promote responsible gun legislation as part of a
statewide effort on  the Martin Luther King holiday.
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Last spring, MVUC passed a congrega-
tional resolution on gun legislation advo-
cating for measures that deter and prevent
the indiscriminate purchase of firearms for
the use of violence against people who live
in the United States; provide safe havens

for people threatened by gun violence; fund
studies on the causes of gun violence; and
support universal background checks for the
purchase of firearms.  For the past three
Sundays, Walker’s sermons have focused on
gun violence.

By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

M
embers of the Virginia Supreme
Court have a New Year’s Reso-
lution — become more transparent.

Starting this year, members of the public
will finally have access to audio recordings
of oral arguments. The recordings were
once public, but installation of new record-
ing equipment in January 2008 changed
that. Because the new microphones were
so powerful, justices were concerned that
sidebar conversations between justices
might be audible.

“That was a lame excuse,” said Del. Dave

Albo (R-42). “I’m glad they decided to
change this without the General Assembly
passing legislation to make it happen.”

As it turns out, legislation was already in
the works when the justices changed the
policy. Wise County Clerk of Court Jack
Kennedy approached Del. Terry Kilgore (R-
1) about introducing legislation requiring
the court to release audio recording of oral
arguments. Draft language for House Bill
1018 said audio records of Supreme Court
oral arguments “shall be made publicly
available in electronic format without fee
within a reasonable time after oral argu-
ments take place.”

“I’m a Democrat and he’s a Republican,”

said Kennedy, who lives in Kilgore’s district.
“But transparency should not be a partisan
issue.”

THE LACK OF TRANSPARENCY in Vir-
ginia has been a problem for many years,
and the commonwealth has recently gained
a reputation as a place that is hostile to open
government. In 2012, the State Integrity
Investigation ranked and graded each of the
50 states on government accountability,
transparency and corruption. Virginia got
an F, largely because police agencies deny
access to basic documents. This week, Rich-
mond-based Open Law Virginia issued its
own state-by-state guide comparing public

availability of online documents. Virginia
got a C minus, largely because many docu-
ments and files are difficult for members of
the public to access.

“Access to live and recorded oral argu-
ments creates opportunities for civic edu-
cation and public engagement,” the report
concludes. “And even many judges have
recognized, in part based on experience,
that it is time to bring video coverage to
appellate courtrooms routinely.”

When the court’s policy of denying pub-
lic access became public last year, leaders
at the Supreme Court initially decided to

Piercing the Marble Virginia Supreme Court opens recordings to public.

See Supreme Court,  Page 21
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Opinion

S
tanding on what is essentially scorched
earth, Republicans in the Virginia Gen-
eral Assembly have condemned hun-
dreds of thousands of poor Virginians

to living without health coverage even though
it would be fully funded by Federal money for
the next three years, and with Virginia
paying 10 percent after five years.

Gov. Terry McAuliffe has pledged to
do everything he can to expand Med-
icaid under the Affordable Care Act, and we
encourage him to use every creative option
available to make that happen. In Ohio, the
governor found a legal way to accept the Med-
icaid funds despite objections from the Gen-
eral Assembly, for example.

Earlier this week, McAuliffe included an

amendment to the FY2014 caboose budget bill
authorizing the Governor to act in the event
that the Medicaid Reform Innovation and Re-
form Commission (MIRC) fails to decide
whether or not to accept federal funding to
cover up to 400,000 uninsured Virginians
through Medicaid by the end of the current
legislative session.

Business groups and chambers of commerce
around Virginia, including the Fairfax County
Chamber of Commerce, support accepting the
expansion of Medicaid in Virginia under the
Affordable Care Act. One persuasive factor for
the business community: The expansion would
create an estimated 30,000 jobs. Hospitals sup-

port expanding Medicaid which would
offset many of the costs of caring for
uninsured populations.

It isn’t as if there is no health care
cost for the uninsured now. Right now, they
access health care when they are very sick by
going to an emergency room or other clinics,
where providers spread the cost of care around.
This is inefficient, expensive and unhealthy, in-
cluding for those of us who do have health in-
surance. It means unvaccinated and/or sick

Extend Health Coverage in Virginia
General Assembly
should not block
coverage for as many
as 400,000 uninsured.

people are going to work and going about their
daily lives putting themselves and others at
risk.

As of January 2014, in Virginia, Medicaid
eligibility for adults without disability is lim-
ited to parents with incomes below 51 percent
of poverty, or about $11,900 a year for a fam-
ily of four, according to the Kaiser Family Foun-
dation. Adults without dependent children re-
main ineligible regardless of their income.

The General Assembly should not be able to
block coverage for as many as 400,000 Virgin-
ians basically out of spite. The established ex-
cuse, that the Feds can’t afford it and can’t be
counted on to pay the money, doesn’t hold
water in Virginia, which receives more Federal
dollars per capita than any other state but
Alaska. If legislators are so concerned about
Federal ability to pay, you might expect to see
them refusing transportation money, for ex-
ample, or to turn the possible FBI headquar-
ters away, or thousands of other ways that Fed-
eral dollars make their way into Virginia.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Editorial

See Letter,  Page 20
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By Scott A. Surovell

State Delegate (D-44)

T
he General Assem-
bly is now in full
swing with action

on major bills starting to
move through.

The first bill I introduced
was the repeal of the $64/
year tax on hybrid vehicles
– HB4. In the last few days,
the Senate approved the
repeal of the Hybrid Tax. A
vote by the full house comes later this week.

The Hybrid Tax was passed as
a very small part of last year’s
transportation legislation.
Senator Adam Ebbin and I led

a petition drive that collected over 7,500 sig-
natures demanding repeal. Governor McAuliffe
supports repeal and it appears that this will
move through with little opposition. I am
pleased that common sense has carried the day.

I have also continued to work on continued
funding for the process of reinventing U.S. 1.
At our Northern Virginia delegation meeting,
I was pleasantly surprised to learn that the new
Commissioner of the Virginia Department of
Transportation (VDOT) is Charles Kilpatrick.
Mr. Kilpatrick is a 1983 graduate of Mt. Vernon
High School and also attended Walt Whitman
Intermediate School and Washington Mill El-
ementary after growing up off Old Mill Road.
I had a great conversation with him this week
and he is very aware of U.S. 1’s challenges.

My legislation has started to move. Seven
bills I introduced were copied and reintroduced
by Republican members. That is usually a good
sign that they will pass. The most important
was my legislation to repeal the Hybrid Tax.
Also, three of my ethics bills were reintroduced

by Republicans, a court efficiency bill I have
introduced five years in a row was taken, and
legislation to exempt non-domiciled Marines
and Coast Guard from jury service was taken
as well (the Army, Navy and Air Force are al-
ready exempt).

Most importantly, my legislation to require
every school system to adopt a plan to provide
computers and broadband to every child by
July 1, 2017 was given to a freshman Republi-
can from Virginia Beach. Nearly every school
system in the Commonwealth is transitioning
to electronic textbooks. We cannot meet our
constitutional mandate to education children
and provide free textbooks to low income stu-
dents if we do not also provide them with the
tools to use these new technologies. This leg-
islation is gaining bipartisan support and I am
hopeful it will pass.

I also had several bills that were killed this
week. My legislation to remove Virginia’s 1975-
era statutory ban on gay marriage died on 5-4
subcommittee vote this week with two Repub-
lican members crossing over to opposing kill-
ing my legislation. I am pleased that biparti-
san support has started to emerge on nondis-
crimination and marriage equality issues this
session.

I also introduced legislation to raise Virginia’s
$200 threshold between misdemeanor and
felony property crimes for the fourth time in
five years. Virginia has the lowest misde-
meanor-felony threshold in the U.S. It has not
changed since 1980. The statewide prosecu-
tors’ association support the bill along with
other law enforcement groups and other citi-
zen groups because too many crimes are
charged as felonies which take significantly
more time to process. It was opposed by re-
tailers like Walmart and Target and was tabled
on a unanimous vote — even though similar
legislation passes the State Senate routinely.

We have received over 400 constituent sur-
veys back. Transportation has moved back to
the #1 priority for most 44th District residents.
Extending the Yellow Line is the #1 choice for
transit on U.S. 1. There is strong support for
universal background checks, restrictions on
car title lending, and expanding Medicaid.
Responses are fairly evenly divided between
22306, 22308, and 22309, but 22307 needs
to speak up! You can complete the survey
online at www.scottsurovell.org/survey.

We will debate legislation to reduce gun
safety measures and streamline execution pro-
cedures this week and the education reform
debate will continue. Please follow me on
Twitter, “Like” me on Facebook, or read my
online newsletter, The Dixie Pig
(scottsurovell.blogspot.com) to keep up on the
action.

Hybrid Tax Repeal On Its Way

Best Use
Of Funds?
To the Editor:

Last week, the National Park Service (NPS)
issued its Draft Environmental Impact State-
ment (EIS) for the proposed restoration and
management of Dyke Marsh. At the outset, I
want to make it clear that I am a strong pro-
ponent of preserving what is left of Dyke Marsh
to prevent further erosion. Beyond that, the
important question is should additional resto-
ration be undertaken and to what degree?

I believe it is important for the community
to take a step back and think about what the
motivations are for proposals to dramatically
restore Dyke Marsh including filling in as much
as 270 acres of the Potomac River in the pro-
cess.

Letter to the Editor

Richmond

Report
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News

O
n  Tuesday, Jan. 21, Fairfax
County Commonwealth’s Attor-
ney Raymond F. Morrogh has

informed Colonel Edwin C. Roessler Jr.,
chief of the Fairfax County Police Depart-
ment, that he finds no basis for criminal li-
ability on the part of the officer who dis-
charged his weapon in the fatal shooting of
James Bryant on Oct. 30, 2013 at 9155
Richmond Highway. PFC Mohammed
Oluwa, who is assigned to the Mount

Vernon District Station, will be returned to
his patrol duties after having been assigned
administrative duties since the incident. The
Police Department’s Internal Affairs Bureau
will conduct an administrative investigation
in accordance with the police department’s
General Orders. Bryant, 28, a resident at
the Eleanor Kennedy Shelter, began assault-
ing other residents at the shelter, according
to police. Two officers responded. They en-
countered Bryant who assaulted an officer

and wrestled away his baton. During this
altercation, Bryant assaulted the second
officer with the baton. Officers employed
multiple levels of non-deadly force to try to
end the assault. These attempts to control
Bryant failed to stop his violent actions. The
victim officer, previously struck by the ba-
ton, discharged his service weapon to stop
an additional assault by Bryant. The offic-
ers then rendered aid until medical person-
nel arrived.

Officer Involved in Shooting Cleared The following criminal incidents were reported by
the Mount Vernon District Police Station.

PEEPING, 7900 block of Janna Lee Avenue,
Jan. 20, 7:15 p.m. A resident looked out the win-
dow and saw a man looking into the room. The
suspect fled prior to police arrival. The suspect was
described as male and about 5 feet 4 inches tall.

LARCENIES:
❖ 7000 block of Green Spring Lane, property

from vehicle
❖ Ladson Lane/Richmond Highway, cell phone

from location
❖ 1600 block of Noral Place, jewelry from resi-

dence
❖ 6200 block of North Kings Highway, merchan-

dise from business

Crime Report
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T
o honor the
Rev. Martin
Luther King,
Jr. 10 choirs

from churches along
Route 1 staged the 19th
Annual Ventures in Com-
munity Choir Festival
celebrating the birthday
of Martin Luther King Jr.
Sunday night, Jan. 19, at
Good Shepherd Catholic
Church on Mount
Vernon Highway.

The concert was at-
tended by a couple hun-
dred people.  Highlights
included a recitation of
King’s “I Have a Dream”
speech by Willlie Parker
of Woodlawn United
Methodist Church and
the singing of “The
Battle Hymn of the Re-
public” by the massed
choir with the audience
joining in on the chorus.

The Rev. Keary Kincannon, of Rising Hope Meth-
odist Church, which runs a hypothermia shelter with
the help of volunteer s from other churches, spoke
about the needs of the impoverished and homeless
along the Route 1 corridor to be assisted with food,
shelter, jobs, and counseling to be brought into what
King described as the “beloved community.” He noted
work being done by various churches in VIC and
called for more participation to meet the need.

Fr. Thomas Ferguson of Good Shepherd welcomed
the choirs and the audience and the Rev. Tuck
Bowerfind and the Rev. Ketlen Solak of St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church gave the opening prayer.  Each
choir presented a song appropriate to the Martin
Luther King holiday and the audience joined in on

“Lift Every Voice and Sing,” “America the Beautiful,”
and “We Shall Overcome.”

Participating choirs included:
❖ Metropolitan Washington Baha’i Chorale
❖ Bethany Lutheran Church
❖ Bethany Lutheran Church African Immigrant

Ministry
❖ Bethlehem Baptist Church, Men of Bethlehem
❖ Good Shepherd Catholic Church
❖ Heritage Presbyterian Church and Mount Vernon

Presbyterian Church combined choir
❖ Mount Vernon Unitarian Church
❖ Rising Hope Methodist Mission Church
❖ St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
❖ Faith United Methodist Church and Woodlawn

United Methodist Church combined choir.

Churches Join in MLK Concert

Choirs from 10 churches in the Route 1 corridor combined for the final song “The
Battle Hymn of the Republic” at the Ventures in Community 19th annual Choir Festival
for Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday Sunday night, Jan. 19, at Good Shepherd Catho-
lic Church.

Mark Zimmerman, choir director of the Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, leads his choir in “Words of Lincoln” from Chronicles of
Blue and Gray, accompanied by Dr. Yee Von Ng at the MLK Day
Choir Festival at Good Shepherd Catholic Church Sunday.
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By Carolyn Griffin

Metrostage Producing Artistic Director

E
Ella Fitzgerald: First Lady of Song” opens
this week at MetroStage. It is the story of
young Ella literally dancing in the streets

and winning a talent contest at the Apollo Theatre
when she was 15 years old. She headlined with Chick

Webb and his Orchestra at the
Savoy Ballroom, performed Live
at the Cote D’Azur and so much
more. She discovered that she
could “scat” and mastered a new

art form called “bebop.” It is a fascinating journey of
a legendary artist.

MetroStage has a certain fondness for female sing-
ers, particularly ones with interesting backgrounds
and great distinctive voices. You might recall past
seasons when you experienced Mahalia, Alberta
Hunter, Billy Holiday, Mabel Mercer, Sarah Vaughan
and Pearl Bailey. And now for the next eight weeks:
Ella Fitzgerald.

Not only is the story of Ella being performed on
our stage but it is being played by the legendary art-
ist and performer Freda Payne. Since 1970 Freda has
been performing on stages around the world but will
always be associated with her ’70s hit “Band of Gold.”

According to director Maurice Hines, Freda has the
voice that is closest to Ella’s, and of all the singers
today, it is Freda who most closely embodies Ella’s
unique vocal quality.

Helping Ella tell her story on stage will be her
cousin and traveling companion Georgiana.
Georgiana will be played by Roz White, a well-known
favorite of MetroStage fans. There is also the very
interesting story of her manager Norman Granz.
Granz systematically began to desegregate perform-
ing venues so that Ella could perform in them and
actually founded Live at the Philharmonic. Norman
is being played by Tom Wiggin, an Alexandrian who
has returned after 10 years in daytime television play-
ing the role of Kirk Anderson in “As the World Turns,”
along with Broadway and regional credits as well.
Wynonna Smith completes the cast as young Ella and
younger sister Frances.

And, of course, a MetroStage production would
not be complete without William Knowles playing
piano and conducting our renowned musicians play-
ing drums, bass, trumpet and sax.

See you at the Savoy.

“Ella” is playing now through March 16 at
MetroStage. For tickets or more information call 703-
548-9044 or visit www.metrostage.org.

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and
artwork are encouraged. Deadline is
Thursday at noon.

ONGOING
Theater Performance. Aldersgate

Church Community Theater presents
Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast, Jr.”
The show runs Jan. 17-26. $10-$12.
Visit acctonline.org.

Art Exhibit. See “No Room For Doubt,”
abstract works on wood, canvas and
paper by Kristen Hayes through Jan.
26 at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
Free. Visit nvfaa.org or 703-548-
0035.

Art Exhibit. Artist John Gascot of
Studio 4, 218 N. Lee St., suite 101,
creates an art exhibit to honor the
life journeys of transgender
individuals. It will be on display
through January. Gallery hours are
Thursday-Saturday, noon-7 p.m. and
Sunday from noon-5 p.m. or by
appointment. Visit
www.studio4oldtown.com for more.

Art Exhibit. See “Primary Colors” art
exhibit from Jan. 3-Feb. 2 at The Del
Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave. Artists use the three primary
colors without mixing them. Free.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for
more.

Theater Performance. See “The
Ballad of the Red Knight” by Red
Knight Productions at Port City
Playhouse, 1819 N. Quaker Lane.
Runs Jan. 24 through Feb. 8.
Performances are Friday at 8 p.m.
and Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
For tickets visit
www.portcityplayhouse.org.

Art Exhibit. The results of the latest art
challenge issued by Artistic Artifacts,
“Mixed Media Metallics,” will be
exhibited Jan. 18-Feb. 8. Many of the
entries are included in a silent
auction benefitting Food for Others.
On display at Artistic Artifacts, 4750
Eisenhower Ave. Admission is one
non-perishable food item, which will
be donated to Food for Others. Visit
www.ArtisticArtifacts.com/metallics
for more.

Art Exhibit. See a solo photographic
exhibit “Darkness Visible” by Timothy
Hyde at Multiple Exposures Gallery
in the Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union
St. Runs Jan. 7 through Feb. 16.
Hyde’s photography examines the
mysteries hidden in the shadows.
Visit www.torpedofactory.org for
more.

Theater Performance. Arts on the
Horizon presents “Under the
Canopy,” a 20-minute interactive,
nonverbal show for children up to
age 4. Performances are Feb. 12-14,
16, 17, 19-21, 23 at 10:30 a.m. at
The Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. $5/
person. Visit
www.artsonthehorizon.org for
tickets. They can be purchased at the
door.

Celebrate Black History Month. 9
a.m.-4 p.m. Feb. 1-28 at Mount
Vernon Estate. In observance of Black
History Month, George Washington’s
Mount Vernon highlights the lives
and contributions of the slaves who
built and operated the plantation
home of George and Martha
Washington. A wreathlaying and
presentation occurs daily at the slave
memorial site throughout the month
of February. Black History Month
activities are included in admission:
adults, $18; senior citizens, $17;
children age 6-11, when
accompanied by an adult, $9; and
children under age 5, free. Visit
www.mountvernon.org or 703-780-
2000.

Art Exhibit. See “Reincarnations” art
exhibit at Del Ray Artisans, 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Features art from
salvaged items, art from
encyclopedias and more. Free. Runs
Feb. 7 through March 2. Visit

www.thedelrayartisans.org for more.
Art Exhibit. See “Frances Gallardo:

Meteorology” Jan. 18 through March
2 at the Target Gallery in the
Torpedo Factory, 105 N. Union St.
Free. Visit www.torpedofactory.org/
target for more.

Art Exhibit. See “Songs of the Shore,”
archival inkjet prints by Chantilly
resident Peter Toth in the Margaret
W. and Joseph L. Fisher Art Gallery,
of the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert
Hall & Arts Center, 3001 N.
Beauregard St. Runs Feb. 7 through
March 16. Visit www.nvcc.edu/
schlesingercenter/gallery.html for
more.

Theater Performance. See “Ella
Fitzgerald: First Lady of Song” at
MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal St., from
Jan. 23-March 16. Performances are
Thursdays and Fridays at 8 p.m.,
Saturdays at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m.,
Sundays at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets
may be ordered by calling 1-800-494-
8497 or online at
boxofficetickets.com. For group sales
and information call the theatre at
703-548-9044. Visit
www.metrostage.org for more.

Occupied City: Life in Civil War
Alexandria Exhibition. At The
Lyceum, 201 South Washington St.,
through Sunday, March 23. This
exhibit traces life in Alexandria
following Virginia’s decision to
secede from the Union in May 1861.
The Lyceum is open Monday through
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and
Sunday, 1-5 p.m. Suggested
admission is $2. Visit
www.alexandriahistory.org or call
703-746-4994.

CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Metro Club After-School Program.

From Sept. 9-June 2014, the
Metropolitan School of Arts presents
an after-school program for grades 1-
6. The program is located at both the
Lorton studio at Workhouse Arts
Center, 9517 Workhouse Way and in
Alexandria at 5775 Barclay Drive.
Programs will focus on the arts,
including music, dance, theatre, yoga
and academics, as well as designated
homework time. The program will
run Mondays, 1-6 p.m., and Tuesday-
Friday, 3-6 p.m. Tuition runs from
$130-150. Call 703-339-0444 or visit
www.metropolitanarts.org.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Just drop-in for the
session and bring your supplies to
draw or paint our live models. Fee
ranges from $8-$12. All skill levels
are welcome. Del Ray Artisans is
located at 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Visit www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for
a schedule.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union Street.
Photographers and enthusiasts of all
skill levels are invited to share work,
ideas, and questions at this free
workshop held on the last Sunday of
each month, except December. No
reservations. Call 703-683-2205.

Intro to Machine Sewing for
Children. Saturday, Jan. 18 from 10
a.m.-noon at Art at the Center,2804
Sherwood Hall Lane. Learn the basics
of a sewing machine and beginning
sewing skills. $35. Visit http://
www.artatthecenter.org/
registration.htm to register.

Quilting for Children. A six-week
machine quilting class on Saturdays,
Jan. 25-March 1 at Art at the Center,
2804 Sherwood Hall Lane. $180. Kits
are available for purchase. For
children ages 8 and up. Visit http://
www.artatthecenter.org/
registration.htm to register.

Winter Sewing Classes. A six-week
introduction to machine sewing on
Thursday, Jan. 23-March 6 or

Saturdays, Jan. 25-March 1 at Art at
the Center, 2804 Sherwood Hall
Lane. $200. For children ages 8 and
up. Visit http://
www.artatthecenter.org/
registration.htm to register.

Dance Classes. Metropolitan School of
the Arts, 5775 Barclay Drive, #4, will
hold adult classes starting in
February. Ten percent of the fees will
be donated to American Heart
Association. Visit
www.metropolitanarts.org or 703-
339-0444 for a schedule.

THROUGH SUNDAY/JAN. 26
Alexandria Restaurant Week. A

prix-fixe three-course dinner or
dinner for two will be offered at 50
Alexandria restaurants throughout
the city. Visit
www.visitalexandriava.com or 703-
746-3301.

FRIDAY/JAN. 24
Theater Performance. 7 p.m. at West

Potomac High School, 6500 Quander
Road. See “Peter Pan and Wendy,”
recommended for all ages. $10/
person at
wphspeterpan.brownpapertickets.com
or at the door.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
T.C. Williams High School. See the
drama department stage
Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.” $5/ACPS employees,
students and seniors; $10/adult.

SATURDAY/JAN. 25
A Royal Feline Adoption Event. 1

p.m. at Duncan Library, 2501
Commonwealth Ave. Cats that have
been cared for by King Street Cat
volunteers will be looking for their

forever home. Visit http://
kingstreetcats.org/ for more.

Dance Performance. 2 p.m. at
Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four
Mile Run Drive. Jane Franklin Dance
performs “Penelope’s Pesky Pen,”
inspired by a children’s book by
Frank Dormer. $10-$15/person. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-
1111.

Theater Performance. 2 p.m. or 7
p.m. at West Potomac High School,
6500 Quander Road. See “Peter Pan
and Wendy,” recommended for all
ages. $10/person at
wphspeterpan.brownpapertickets.com
or at the door.

Dance Performance. 7 p.m. at
Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four
Mile Run Drive. Jane Franklin Dance
performs “The Trickster,” a
multidisciplinary work in
collaboration with percussionist Tom
Teasley. $20/person. Visit

Entertainment

Photo Contributed

Freda Payne
portrays Ella
Fitzgerald in the
MetroStage
production of
“Ella,” playing
now through
March 16.

Notes From

the Producer

‘Ella’ Opens at MetroStage

“
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ALDERSGATE CHURCH
COMMUNITY THEATER

Presents

Aldersgate Church Community Theater
1301 Collingwood Rd., Alexandria, VA 22308

Reserved seating only: $10 for children, students, seniors • $12 for adults

For more information/tickets: 703-660-2611 or visit acctonline.org

Directed by: Corey Latta
Produced by:
Shelagh Roberts, Beth King,
Michelle Lawrence

January 17, 18, 24, 25 at 7:30 P.M.
January 19, 20, 25, 26 at 2:00 P.M.

(Presented through special
arrangement with Music
Theatre International (MTI)

www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-1111.
Tickets can be purchased at the door.

Annual Dinner. 7 p.m. at Carlyle
Club, 411 John Carlyle St. The
Dunbar Alexandria-Olympic Boys &
Girls Club will recognize community
leaders. Former Redskin Joe
Theismann will be in attendance as
honorary chair. $100/person and
includes dinner, dancing and silent
auction. All proceeds benefit the
club. Visit
www.2014bgcdinner.eventbrite.com
or 703-549-3077.

Lecture and Bourbon Tasting. 7
p.m. at Lee-Fendall House Museum
and Garden, 614 Oronoco St. Hear
about Revolutionary War hero and
governor of Virginia, Gen. Henry
“Light Horse Harry” Lee and his son
Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee. A
tasting of bourbons will be available
after the lecture. $7/lecture; $15/
tasting or $20/both. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org/ for more.

Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. The Manhattans
featuring Gerald Alston and Blue
Lovett will perform. $45. Visit
www.birchmere.com or 703-549-
7500 for tickets.

Civil War Ball. Doors open at 7:30
p.m., and event from 8-11 p.m. in
Gadsby’s Tavern Ballroom, 138 N.
Royal St. Features dancing, live
music, desserts. Period attire or after-
five wear. Reservations
recommended. Visit
shop.alexandriava.gov or 703-746-
4242 for tickets.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
T.C. Williams High School. See the
drama department stage
Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.” $5/ACPS employees,
students and seniors; $10/adult.

SUNDAY/JAN. 26
Dance Performance. 2 p.m. at

Theatre on the Run, 3700 S. Four
Mile Run Drive. Jane Franklin Dance
performs “Penelope’s Pesky Pen,”
inspired by a children’s book by
Frank Dormer. $10-$15/person. Visit
www.janefranklin.com or 703-933-
1111.

Theater Performance. 2 p.m. at West
Potomac High School, 6500 Quander
Road. See “Peter Pan and Wendy,”
recommended for all ages. $10/
person at
wphspeterpan.brownpapertickets.com
or at the door.

Winter Warmer Tea. 3-4:30 p.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern, 138 N. Royal St. Eat
period-inspired delicacies while
enjoying tea and American Heritage
Chocolate. A historic guest will be
visiting. $35/person and is all
inclusive. Reservations required,
shop.alexandriava.gov or 703-746-
4242.

MONDAY/JAN. 27
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at

Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. Robin Zander of Cheap
Trick will perform a solo concert.
$35. Visit www.birchmere.com or
703-549-7500 for tickets.

Music Performance. Alexandria’s
Fuse Box will perform at Jammin’
Java, 227 E. Maple Ave., Vienna.
Doors open at 5:30 p.m., show at
7:30 p.m. $10/advance; $13/door.
All ages welcome. Visit
www.jamminjava.com for more.

TUESDAY/JAN. 28
Wax Museum Event. 9:30-10:30 a.m.

at St. Louis Catholic School, 201
Popkins Lane. The Wax Museum is an
annual event at St. Louis Catholic
School that prompts the fifth grade
students to learn more about an
important person in history or
modern society. Students dress as the
person and “strike a pose” and a
sticker is placed on their shoulder to

represent an “on” button. Once their
button is pushed, students come alive
to present their project. Free. Enter
through the main office.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 29
Performance. 7 p.m. at Kauffman

Auditorium, 1108 Jefferson ST. The
Virginia Opera will perform. Free.
Reservations requested,
www.vaopera.org or 1-866-
OPERA.VA (866-673-7282).

“Change for Change” Benefit.
During the girls’ basketball game at
5:45 p.m. or the boys’ game at 7:30
p.m. at West Potomac High School,
6600 Quander Road, change can be
dropped into a bucket representing
West Potomac High School or visiting
Mount Vernon High School. The rival
buckets will be available throughout
the doubleheader to see which school
comes out on top with the most
change. Money from the “Change for
Change” project will go to the
countywide non-profit Unified
Prevention Coalition of Fairfax
County and its Youth Council,
working to keep youth and young
adults safe and drug free. Dollar bills
and checks will also be accepted.

FRIDAY/JAN. 31
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at

Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. The Bottle Rockets will
perform with Marshall Crenshaw.
$27.50. Visit www.birchmere.com for
tickets.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
T.C. Williams High School. See the
drama department stage
Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.” $5/ACPS employees,
students and seniors; $10/adult.

SATURDAY/FEB. 1
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. at

Birchmere Music Hall, 3701 Mount
Vernon Ave. James McMurtry will
perform. $29.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

Warehouse Sale. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at the
George Washington Masonic
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive.
Browse high-end boutique
merchandise during the 9th annual
Old Town Boutique District
Warehouse Sale. Visit
www.oldtownboutiquedistrict.com or
facebook.com/ALXWarehouseSale for
more.

Special Tours and
Demonstrations. 1-4 p.m. at
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St.
Discover items from poison bottles to
dragon’s blood and find out how they
were used and if they worked. There
will also be demonstrations.
Recommended for children in 3rd
grade and older. $6/person.
Reservations recommended. Visit
shop.alexandriava.gov or 703-746-
3852.

Country-Western Dance Lessons.
Lessons at 6:30 p.m., dancing from
7:30-10 p.m. at Lincolnia Center,
4710 N. Chambliss St. Couples and
singles can dance to music by a DJ.
$10/NVCWDA; $12/non-member;
$5/children under 18. Visit
www.nvcwda.org or 703-860-4941
for more.

Theater Performance. 7:30 p.m. at
T.C. Williams High School. See the
drama department stage
Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.” $5/ACPS employees,
students and seniors; $10/adult.

TUESDAY/FEB. 4
Special Tour. 1:30 p.m. at Mount

Vernon Estate. Take a special tour of
the new Fred W. Smith National
Library for the study of George
Washington. Included in admission.
Visit www.mountvernon.org or 703-
780-2000.

Discussion Series. 6-8 p.m. at
Morrison House, 116 S Alfred St.
Catherine Hollan on the “Growing
American Silver Market” has been
rescheduled from January. Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org/morrison/
for more.

Arts Extravaganza: An Evening of
Fine and Performing Arts. 7
p.m. at West Potomac High School
Springbank Arts Center, 6500
Quander Road. All ages can enjoy
“Tuesday Night Live,” a parody of
“Saturday Night Live,” browse art
exhibits and create with clay, paint
and more. There will also be music
and competitions and more. Free.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 5
Dance Workshop and Book

Signing. 4:30-6:30 p.m. at
Metropolitan School of the Art’s
Alexandria studio, 5775 Barclay
Drive. Middle and high school
students can enjoy a workshop by
Tim Federle, a Broadway
choreographer. $50/open to
advanced dance, theatre and music
students. Visit
www.metropolitanarts.org to
register.

THURSDAY/FEB. 6
Lecture. 7-8:30 p.m. at The Lyceum,

201 S. Washington St. “How France
Embraced and Rejected American
Values.” Free, donations accepted.
Visit
www.alexandriacaen.wordpress.com
for more.

FRIDAY/FEB. 7
Opening Reception. 7-10 p.m. see

“Reincarnations” art exhibit at Del
Ray Artisans, 2704 Mount Vernon
Ave. Features art from salvaged
items, art from encyclopedias and
more. Free. Runs Feb. 7 through
March 2. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org for more.

Entertainment

Winter Warmer Teas
At Gadsby’s Tavern

Enjoy the warmth and hospitality of Gadsby’s Tavern during the Winter
Warmer Teas. Teas held on Sundays, Jan. 26, Feb. 9, and March 9, 3-4:30
p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern Restaurant, 138 North Royal Street. Sip a special
blend of tea from Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, “take” a cup of American Heri-
tage Chocolate, and eat period-inspired delicacies, both sweet and savory,
with your 21st-century friends. Each tea features a different historic guest
who will be visiting during the tea. Historic Guests include: Hannah Fairfax
Washington (Jan. 26), Martha Washington (Feb. 9) and 20th-century pres-
ervationist Rebecca Ramsay Reese (March 9)

Tea is $35 per person all inclusive and reservations are required. To make
reservations and purchase tickets, call 703-746-4242 or visit
shop.alexandriava.gov. Ticket also includes a tour at 2:15 or 2:45 prior to
the tea. Visit www.gadsbystavern.org.

Send Your Photos & Stories Now to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

or complete our online form at mountvernongazette.com
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify

all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is February 20.

Be Part of The
Pet Connection in February
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February 15, 2014 • 6:30 P.M.
Belle Haven Country Club

Music by Black Moon Tonic

$145 per couple/Cash Bar
WP Staff & Coaches $100 per couple, $50 single

Sponsored by Fort Hunt Sportsmen/WABC/PTSA

Purchase Tickets online at turfwestpotomac.com
Or send a check:

Checks payable to: Fort Hunt Sportsmen’s Association
Mail to Rick Genuario: 8201 Mack St., Alexandria, VA 22308

Special thanks to

Entertainment

Opening Reception. 7-9 p.m. meet
Chantilly resident Peter Toth, artist
of “Songs of the Shore,” archival
inkjet prints in the Margaret W. and
Joseph L. Fisher Art Gallery, of the
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall &
Arts Center, 3001 N. Beauregard St.
Visit www.nvcc.edu/
schlesingercenter/gallery.html for
more.

SATURDAY/FEB. 8
Barnes & Noble Bookfair. 10 a.m.-1

p.m. at Barnes & Noble Potomac
Yard, 3651 Jefferson Davis Highway.
Support Jefferson-Houston PTA while
enjoying student performances, book
readings and crafts. Visit bn.com/
bookfairs and enter ID #11271368 if
you would like to support the school

online.
Swordsmen’s Rendezvous. Noon-4

p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern, 138 N.
Royal St. Enjoy a re-enactment of
18th-century swordplay, displays,
discussions and more. Includes
audience participation. $6/person.
Reservations required,
shop.alexandriava.gov or 703-746-
4242.

Civil War Recruiting Day. 1-4 p.m.
at Fort Ward Museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. Meet soldiers and
civilians of the 3rd U.S. Regular
Infantry, Company K. There will be
demonstrations and information
about how to become a re-enactor.
Free. Snow day is Feb. 22. Visit
www.fortward.org or 703-746-4848.

Closing Reception and Silent
Auction. 3-8 p.m. bid on some of

the entries from “Mixed Media
Metallics.” Proceeds benefit Food for
Others. On display at Artistic
Artifacts, 4750 Eisenhower Ave.
Admission is one non-perishable food
item, which will be donated to Food
for Others. Visit
www.ArtisticArtifacts.com/metallics
for more.

Teen Production. 7:30 p.m. at
Heritage Presbyterian Church, 8503
Fort Hunt Road. See MVCCT’s
production of Shakespeare’s “Much
Ado About Nothing.” $12. Visit
mvcct.org for more.

SUNDAY/FEB. 9
Valentine Card-Making Party.

Noon-4 p.m. at Del Ray Artisans in
the Nicholas A. Colasanto Center,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave. Free, but a
donation for a make-and-take card is
requested. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org for more.

Winter Warmer Tea. 3-4:30 p.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern, 138 N. Royal St. Eat
period-inspired delicacies while
enjoying tea and American Heritage
Chocolate. A historic guest will be
visiting. $35/person and is all
inclusive. Reservations required,
shop.alexandriava.gov or 703-746-
4242.

Teen Production. 3 p.m. at Heritage
Presbyterian Church, 8503 Fort Hunt
Road. See MVCCT’s production of
Shakespeare’s “Much Ado About
Nothing.” $12. Visit mvcct.org for
more.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 12
Music Performance. 7:30 p.m. Gino

Vannelli will perform at Birchmere
Music Hall, 3701 Mount Vernon Ave.
$59.50. Visit www.birchmere.com or
call 703-549-7500.

Boys & Girls Club Awards Dinner
The Annual Dinner will be held at the Carlyle

Club in Alexandria Saturday Jan. 25, 7 p.m. The
event recognizes community leaders who have
made contributions to the youth of the Dunbar Al-
exandria-Olympic Boys & Girls Club. Through the
awards, their achievements and dedication to en-
during opportunities for success are celebrated.
Former Redskin Joe Theismann will be in atten-
dance as honorary chair. The Dunbar
Alexandria-Olympic Boys & Girls Club has been
serving youth in the city of Alexandria for more
than 77 years. All proceeds from the dinner and
silent auction go directly to providing positive af-
ter-school and summer experiences for area boys
and girls. Tickets are $100 each and the evening
will include dinner, dancing, and an open bar. In
addition, there will be a selection of silent auction
items to bid on. Business attire. Contact cmerica@bgcgw.org or 703-549-
3077 or www.2014bgcdinner.eventbrite.com

Joe Theismann

For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com
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on Wednesday, Jan. 15.
In addition to the completion of Phase 1

of the Silver Line in Tysons, motorists can
expect to see congestion eased through a
number of state-funded transportation
projects, including the new I-95 Express
Lanes that will tie into the Beltway Express
lanes at Edsall Road.

Residents can also look forward to the
revitalization and redevelopment of older
commercial and industrial areas through-
out the county, including the $250 million
transformation of Springfield Mall into the
Springfield Town Center in the fall of 2014.

The newly-renovated mall will include the
addition of roughly 700,000 square feet of
retail, restaurants, a food court and a state-
of-the-art movie theater. The 20-foot-tall
brown numbers that indicated the mall’s six
main entrances — a hallmark of the 1970s-
era mall — will be replaced with one cen-
tral grand entranceway.

Bulova also praised the Economic Devel-
opment Authority and Visit Fairfax for
boosting tourism and facilitating the selec-
tion of Fairfax County as the host of the
2015 World Police and Fire Games, the
world’s second largest athletic competition
after the summer Olympics. The event is
expected to generate more than $100 mil-
lion in tourism revenue for the county.

The 30-minute State of the County video,
10 minutes longer than last year’s produc-
tion, highlights many county achievements
in the past year — such as the county’s low
crime rate and a 26 percent reduction since
2007 in the number of people counted as
homeless. It also features three of the
county’s new lead-
ers: newly-elected
Sheriff Stacey
Kincaid, the
county’s first fe-
male sheriff; Police
Chief Edwin
Roessler and Karen
Garza, the new su-
perintendent of
Fairfax County Public Schools.

In the video, Garza said one of her top
priorities is “to listen and learn what our
community expects of its schools.”

“One of our big projects this year is that
we enlisted the help of a broad-based com-
munity committee to develop the Portrait
of a Graduate — which will detail what our
community expects an FCPS student to
know and be to do upon graduating from
our system,” Garza said.

Garza also addressed the ongoing chal-
lenge of funding a school system with a
current enrollment of 184,600 students,
making FCPS larger than the school systems
of eight states and the District of Colum-
bia.

“As you know, FCPS is facing some chal-
lenges as well,” Garza said in the video. “We
have grown by more than 15,000 students
in the last five years and our required ex-
penditures for items like employee benefits
have continued to increase. At the same
time, revenues have not increased enough
to cover expenditures.”

In fiscal year 2014, 53 percent of the
county’s general fund budget was trans-
ferred to Fairfax County Public Schools, a
sum of roughly $1.9 billion.

School officials recently unveiled a $2.5
billion budget, asking for a 5.7 percent in-
crease, or nearly $98 million more in county
funding.  Under the proposed budget, class
sizes will increase at all grade levels and
about 730 staff positions will be cut.

After the screening, Bulova emphasized
that while education continues to be the
board’s “highest priority” and the
community’s “greatest investment,” there
will likely be a significant gap between what
school officials are asking for in their bud-
get, and how much the board is prepared
to give.

“The schools won’t get everything they
asked for,” Bulova said. “The school board
will have to roll up their sleeves and so will
supervisors.”

When asked how close the board is pre-
pared to get to the 5.7 percent request,
Bulova said that a 2 percent increase — or
$33 million — is a more realistic number.

In an effort to bridge that gap, supervi-
sors have made state education funding the
county’s top legislative priority for this
year’s General Assembly session.

“This is our education year, our number
one ask and priority from legislators is to
get the full funding of $33 million,” Bulova
said.

Although Fairfax County is not facing the
“doomsday budgets” of the mid-1990s, a
projected budget shortfall of $25 million
this fiscal year, coupled with the accelerat-
ing growth and financial needs of Fairfax

County Public
Schools will
present the Board
of Supervisors
with choices and
challenges.

“Once again, it
will not be an easy
budget year,”
Bulova said. “Ac-

tions or lack of action at the federal level
has impacted commercial and sales tax rev-
enue, making it more difficult for the county
to recover from the downturn.”

Bulova said the county’s advertised bud-
get for fiscal year 2015 will be released for
public comment next month. The county
will host a number of public hearings, com-
munity forums and town meetings to give
residents the opportunity to ask questions
and make suggestions. In late April, the
board officially adopts the budget.

“Every budget tells a story,” Bulova said.
“We’ll look for efficiencies and savings and
opportunity for savings, but it won’t be easy.
The low-hanging fruit has already been
picked.”

In spite of the challenges, Bulova said she
believes the board has consistently been
able to strike a balance that has kept taxes
affordable while delivering high quality ser-
vices to residents.

“We remain committed to work with the
community to maintain excellence in the
face of our challenges,” she said.

Into the Budget Fray

“The school board will have
to roll up their sleeves and
so will supervisors.”

— Sharon Bulova
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By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

F
ourth-year Mount Vernon girls’
basketball head coach Courtney
Coffer has had some talented
teams during his time with the

Majors, but for one reason or another, some
of those teams have fallen short of their
potential.

Last season, Mount Vernon had at least
five future college athletes on its roster and
produced a record of 22-3, but the Majors
lost in the Northern Region quarterfinals.

This season, Mount Vernon is less talented
after the graduation of Kelly Loftus, Taylor
Dunham and Tiffany Webster. However, af-
ter dropping its season-opener to
Centreville, 60-32, the Majors have been
climbing toward their potential.

Mount Vernon defeated Forest Park 49-
38 on Jan. 18, improving its record to 9-3.
The Majors have won three straight and four
of their last five, including a 64-59 victory

against perennial power Oakton on Jan. 9.
“I think [there has] been a huge differ-

ence form this team and my teams in the
past,” Coffer said. “My teams in the past
have generally started strong and we‘ve
tended to fizzle out. We’ve reached our peak
too early. This team is [the opposite].”

Mount Vernon has faced three of the top
teams in the region. The Majors opened the
season with a lopsided loss to Centreville,
when Mount Vernon was without the ser-
vices of senior point guard DJ JeanPierre,
who sat out with a concussion. The Majors
also lost to Edison 62-39 on Jan. 10. The
Eagles pulled away late after JeanPierre
fouled out.

One day prior to the Edison loss, how-
ever, Mount Vernon picked up a confidence-
building win over Oakton, a program that
prior to last season had given the Majors
fits.

“It was huge,” Coffer said. “We always felt
like we could compete with anybody.”

JeanPierre, senior guard Chanel Shannon
and senior forward Samantha Porter have
been standouts for Mount Vernon.
JeanPierre, a senior transfer, is averaging
13 points per game. Shannon had 21 points
and seven assists during the win against
Oakton.

Porter, a Christopher Newport commit, is

Mount Vernon Girls’ Basketball Showing Improvement
Majors have won 4 of
5, including victory
over Oakton.

Mount Vernon girls’ basketball coach Courtney Coffer said senior
forward Samantha Porter has been “playing out of her mind.”

averaging 14 points and nine rebounds. She
finished with 21 points and 10 rebounds
against Forest Park and garnered attention
from Division I coaches, Coffer said.

“Samantha Porter has been out of con-
trol,” Coffer said. “She’s been playing out

of her mind.”
Mount Vernon will host Washington-Lee

at 7:45 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 23.
The game was originally scheduled for

Tuesday, but was postponed due to inclem-
ent weather.
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Letter

From Page 10

Historically, the reduction of
acreage of Dyke Marsh occurred,
in significant part, in a legal fash-
ion through dredging of soil and
gravel, some of which was used to
facilitate development of Reagan
National Airport and the Penta-
gon. While, perhaps, local govern-
ments weren’t as aware then as
they are now of the environmen-
tal advantages provided by wet-
lands and marshes, it is doubtful
anyone would say development of
the airport and Pentagon were not
meritorious projects. Is the reason
proposals are made to fill almost
a half-square-mile of the Potomac
River at all related to the desires
of environmental activists who, as
a matter of principle, want to re-
create Dyke Marsh to its configu-
ration in the 1930s? If so, one
must ask whether the money spent
on such a venture could be better
spent elsewhere to benefit the en-
vironment in a more cost-effective
way, particularly given the current
state of the economy?

Last year, in response to claims
from environmentalists that Dyke
Marsh is the only marsh of its kind
in our area, I submitted to the
Gazette, on a weekly basis, pho-
tographs of other prominent
marshes similar in nature and
scope to Dyke Marsh including
those in Broad Creek, in Little
Hunting Creek, on Mason Neck, in
the Occoquan River, and in

Mattawoman Creek. The main dif-
ference between these marshes
and Dyke Marsh is that Dyke
Marsh is within a federal park,
whereas the others are within
state-owned lands. This difference
has allowed politics to be used in
appropriating $25 million in fed-
eral money, otherwise known as
our tax money, for the purpose of
restoring Dyke Marsh.

One must ask wouldn’t it be
more cost-effective to use some of
the money appropriated to stop
further erosion of Dyke Marsh and
perhaps fill a few acres of the
Potomac River in the process and
then return the remainder of the
appropriated funds back to the
states to be used to preserve other
wetlands and marshes such as
those identified above? The poten-
tially adverse consequences result-
ing from adding huge amounts of
fill into the Potomac River out-
weigh, in my view, whatever ad-
vantages might accrue.

I haven’t even yet mentioned the
potentially adverse consequences
to adjacent properties downstream
as well as the Belle Haven Marina
which is a valuable recreational
resource to our community and
must not be threatened by the
dreams of environmentalists to
take us back to the 1930s in the
name of principle.

 H. Jay Spiegel
 Mount Vernon

Opinion

By Adam P. Ebbin

State Senator (D-30)

L
ast week, U.S. Rep. Jim
Moran of Virginia’s 8th
District announced he

would not seek re-election. For 23
years he has ably represented the
progressive values of the people
of Northern Virginia. He has been
an advocate for our environment,
a fighter for equality and a strong
champion of universal health

care. Northern Virginia is a better
place to live and work because of his
leadership. I am proud to have been
represented by him in Congress, and
to have represented him in Rich-

mond. After his many decades of service to our com-
munity, I wish him a long and happy retirement.

On Thursday, I presented 12 budget requests to
the Senate Finance Committee. One amendment
would fund three new forensic scientist positions in
order to reduce the backlog in processing sexual as-
sault evidence kits.

These kits collect DNA evidence used to document,
investigate, and prosecute cases of sexual assault.
Another important budget amendment I submitted
would improve the tax refund process by again al-
lowing Virginians to receive their refund via paper
check as well as via direct deposit.

Currently, the only refund options are direct de-
posit or plastic debit cards, the latter of which were
fraught with fees and not consumer-friendly. I am
pleased to report my accompanying bill SB27 to make
this change has passed committee and is expected

to pass the full Senate this week. I am also seeking
funds to provide support services to as many as 6,800
individuals with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities who are on waiting lists for services through
an Individual and Family Support Program. Many
of these people have been waiting several years for
assistance, and this amendment would provide these
families much-needed financial flexibility to pur-
chase medical supplies, supplements, respite care
and related services.

I am also happy that my bill to repeal the illogical
hybrid vehicle tax has advanced through committee
and is on its way to passage. I am encouraged by the
strong bipartisan support it has received thus far and
am optimistic this tax will be fully repealed.

Please join me at upcoming Town Hall Meetings:
* Mt. Vernon: Jan. 25, 11-12:30 at Mount Vernon

Government Center (2511 Parkers Lane, Alexandria)
with Del. Scott Surovell and Sen. Toddy Puller.

* Lee District: Feb. 1, 10-12, Kingstowne Thomp-
son Center (6090 Kingstowne Village Parkway, Al-
exandria) with Del. Mark Sickles, Sen. George Barker
and Sen. Toddy Puller.

* Alexandria/Arlington: Feb. 15, 10-12, Charles
Houston Recreation Center (905 Wythe Street, Al-
exandria) with Del. Rob Krupicka.

If you’re in Richmond between now and March 8,
please stop by my office and see me. You can also
email me at district30@senate.virginia.gov or call
804-698-7530 with your thoughts on legislation or
state-related matters. I am active on Facebook and
Twitter (@AdamEbbin) and more information is
available at www.AdamEbbin.com, where I encour-
age you to sign up for my email updates.

It is an honor to represent the citizens of the 30th
Senate District.

State Budget Considerations Begin

Richmond

Report
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To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm
(en Español); 6:30 pm

Weekday
& Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
followed by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First Friday
of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass en Español

Mass Schedule
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July. So the October numbers rep-
resent the backlog of uncollected
revenues.

Which retailers flubbed their
taxes?

“That’s proprietary information,
so we can’t say,” said Marcia Wilds,
revenue and economic analysis
coordinator with the Fairfax
County Department of Manage-
ment and Budget. “They’re big.”

The revenue corrections came at
a key time for local governments,
a month that many expected to be
particularly bleak. Many govern-
ment workers and contractors
were out of work in October, when
local governments became con-
cerned that spending habits might
reflect a sense of uncertainty about
the future. Now budget officials
across Northern Virginia are wor-
ried about what kind of sales tax
revenue they’ll collect from the
holiday season.

“The sales tax will be back with
holiday sales,” said Stephen Fuller,
director of the Center for Regional
Analysis at George Mason Univer-
sity. “Over the year there will only
a minor weakening.”

BUDGET OFFICIALS are not so
sure. As local governments across
the region prepare for the first
round of budgeting next month, a
sense of uncertainty looms over
the revenue projections and
spending priorities. Part of that is
the unemployment rate, which

remains at about 6 percent across
Virginia. That means consumers
may hold back on consumption
based spending, which would
mean lower revenues for local gov-
ernments on retail sales and res-
taurant meals.

“If revenues continue to decline,
it may be necessary to make up
any additional shortfalls with ex-
penditure reductions,” wrote Alex-
andria City Manager Rashad
Young in a memorandum to City
Council members this month.

The concerns are larger than
retail sales. One of the potential
problems on the horizon is tran-
sient occupancy tax revenues. In
Alexandria, for example, the ho-
tel occupancy rate fell from 76.1
percent in October 2012 to 72.4
percent in October 2013. In Arling-
ton, hotel occupancy tax revenues
fell 15 percent in November com-
pared to the previous year and 18
percent in December compared to
the previous year.

“Am I worried? Yes,” acknowl-
edged Arlington Budget Director
Richard Stevenson. “But that’s
what budget directors do. We
worry.”

EXPERTS WHO FOLLOW local
government revenues say jurisdic-
tions are worried for two reasons.
The first is the lack of continuity
on the part of the federal govern-
ment. When the shutdown was
happening, nobody knew how
long it would last or when it would
end. That led families to cut back

their spending habits and cast a
wary eye toward the future.

“That, obviously, is scary,” said
Frank Shafroth, director of the
Center for State and Local Govern-
ment at George Mason University.
“It means for a family that you al-
ways have to leave something
aside instead of using it at a local
restaurant, store or other facility.”

A second reason for worry is that
the uncertainty is far from over.
The budget agreement reached
between Congress and the presi-
dent is good through September,
leaving open the possibility of yet
another battle about bankruptcy
and insolvency. That leaves open
a sense of doubt for long-term con-
tracts involving everything from
bridges and fighter planes to sat-
ellite and veterans hospitals.

“With the Federal Highway Trust
Fund expected to be insolvent by
next year,” said Shafroth, “a key
partner in the regional Washing-
ton economy is becoming an un-
certain one.”

THE NEXT FEW months will
detail the extent of the economic
damage created by sequester and
shutdown. Will the numbers track
with expectations? Or will they fall
well below the budgets local lead-
ers voted for last spring? That has
local governments worried and
prepared to make reductions if
necessary. Then again, they also
don’t want to make spending re-
duction that are unnecessary and
potentially damaging.

“What you don’t what to do is
make cuts that if we recover
enough we didn’t need to make,”
said Laura Triggs, finance director
with the city of Alexandria. “But
by law, if it continues to be low
then yes I have to cut back on ex-
penditures.”

Part of the problem is revenue
growth not meeting expecta-
tions. Even if local governments

see an increase in revenue from
sales tax revenue, failure to meet
expectations could spell trouble
for balancing the books in the
current fiscal year. And that
means even more headaches for
trying to predict the future in fis-
cal year 2015.

“Normally our sales tax is in-
creasing at a larger extent than it
is right now,” said Wilds.

Sales Tax Error Artificially Inflates October Revenue

defend the policy. In a written statement
explaining the lack of transparency, direc-
tor of legislative and public relations for the
Office of Executive Secretary Katya
Herndon said new technology was to blame.

“The new digital recording equipment is
more sensitive so that the recordings now
include any confidential comments any jus-
tice makes to another justice during the oral
argument,” said Herndon last June. “Accord-
ingly, the recordings, which are for the in-
ternal use of the justices, are no longer

made available to the public.”
Since that time, a number of media out-

lets have reported on the lack of transpar-
ency. And legislators began drafting bills to
force the court to open up. Now, the court
has decided to change course — at least for
oral arguments moving forward. Advocates

for open government say it’s a victory for
the public.

“We can’t have secret courts,” said Gin-
ger Stanley, executive director of the Vir-
ginia Press Association. “The public has a
right to hear these audio records. That’s how
democracy works.”

Virginia Supreme Court Makes Audio Recordings Public
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703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Learn a Trade at Mount Vernon
Now hiring part-time/seasonal staff

to work as Historic Trades Interpreters
At George Washington’s Gristmill, Distillery,

Pioneer Farm & Blacksmith Shop
Help tell the story of George Washington

the entrepreneur
Prior interpretive experience preferred

Please contact Steve Bashore,
Manager of Historic Trades

At 703-799-6805 or by e-mail
sbashore@mountvernon.org

P/T Dog Walker Needed, 
mid-days, Mon thru Fri, must 

have own car, please call 
703-360-1603

Do you Care with a
Commitment to Quality?
Spring Hills Home Care Services Virginia

is NOW HIRING Personal Care Aides.
For Immediate Consideration please
call 703-799-0022 or send an email

to rmajeed@spring-hills.net

Saturday, February 1 at 9:00 A.M.
Presentation begins at 9:20

Learn more about teaching at our school and
finding jobs in private schools. We welcome

teachers of diverse backgrounds and experiences.
Register online: www.sssas.org/educator
1000 St. Stephen’s Rd., Alexandria, VA 22304

703-212-2284

is hosting an

EDUCATOR OPEN HOUSE

Valentine's Day

Floral Drivers Wanted!
Earn up to $250 per day.  February 13 and 
14.  Call (703) 978-3700 for more info.
or stop by at 9579 Braddock Rd., Fairfax, 
VA 22032

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY

Frances Bliss Simmons

Frances Bliss Simmons, 89, of Alexandria, died peacefully on 
November 13, 2013, at Mount Vernon Hospital surrounded by 
her family.  Mrs. Simmons is preceded in death by her hus-
band, BGen Edwin H. Simmons, USMC.  She is survived by 
her children, Edwin Simmons, Jr., Clarke Simmons, Bliss Sim-
mons Robinson, and Courtney Simmons Elwood; and 5 grand-
children. 

A service will be held at Fort Myer Post Chapel on January 23, 
2013, at 3pm, followed by interment at Arlington National Cem-
etery and a reception at the Ft. Myer’s Officers’ Club.  The ar-
rangements are under the direction of Cunningham Turch Fu-
neral Home, Alexandria, VA.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
William Dixon Robertson, Jr.  

COLUMBIA - William Dixon Robertson, Jr., 87, died Friday, 
January 17, 2014, following a brief illness. Funeral services will 
be held eleven o'clock in the morning, Wednesday, January 
22, at Washington Street United Methodist Church. Burial will 
be at Arlington National Cemetery at a later date. The family 
will receive friends from five until seven Tuesday afternoon, 
January 21, at Dunbar Funeral Home, Devine Street.

Admiral Robertson was born in Lexington, North Carolina, on 
August 27, 1926, to the late William D. and Mary Norman Har-
grave Robertson. He enlisted in the U.S. Naval Reserve on 
December 11, 1943, and under the V-12 Program attended the 
University of South Carolina at Columbia. He entered the Unit-
ed States Naval Academy on appointment from his native state 
in 1944. He graduated with the class of 1948 on June 6, 1947, 
and was commissioned Ensign. His selection for the rank of 
Rear Admiral was approved by the President on January 30, 
1974.

Admiral Robertson was a proud destroyer officer. He served 
in USS VESOLE (DDR-878); USS MULLANEY (DD-528); and 
USS WEEKS (DD-701). He was Executive Officer under Elmo 
"Bud" Zumwalt's command of USS DEWEY (DLG-14). He at-
tended the Naval Postgraduate School in Washington, DC, in 
Intelligence and Russian Language; and served as Assistant 
Naval Attaché at the American Embassy in Belgrade, Yugosla-
via; operations officer to Destroyer Squadron THIRTY; instruc-
tor for the Naval ROTC Unit at the University of South Caroli-
na; Head of Maritime Intelligence Branch, Office of Naval Intel-
ligence; and Head of the Strategic Warfare Group, Systems 
Analysis Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations (OP-
96). He was commanding officer of USS WATTS (DD-567); 
USS RAMSEY (DEG-2); and USS WAINWRIGHT (DLG-28). 
From August 1974 until his retirement in June 1979, he served 
as deputy, then Vice Director, Defense Intelligence Agency.

Admiral Robertson attended the Industrial College of the 
Armed Forces and received a Master of Science in Administra-
tion from the George Washington University, Washington, DC. 
He was awarded the Bronze Star medal with Combat "V" for 
"meritorious service during combat operations against the ene-
my" during the Viet Nam War; the National Intelligence Distin-
guished Service Medal; Meritorious Service Medal, and Joint 
Service Commendation Medal. He also wore the American 
Campaign Medal; World War II Victory Medal; National De-
fense Service Medal with bronze star; Vietnam Service Medal 
with bronze star; and Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal 
with Device.

Admiral Robertson was active in his church and with his 
children's activities wherever his family was stationed. Upon re-
turning to Columbia, he immediately became involved with 
Washington Street United Methodist Church. He served as 
Chair of the church's Foundation and he and his wife worked 
with Meals on Wheels. He was a member of the Columbia 
chapter of the US Naval Academy Alumni Association; the 
Saint Andrews Society of the City of Columbia; Forest Lake 
Club; the Quadrille Club; and a former member of the Capri-
cian Club.

Admiral Robertson is survived by his wife of 61 years, Fran-
ces Tuttle "Tut" Robertson, of Columbia; son, William Dixon 
Robertson III (Allison), of Columbia; daughter, Frances Robert-
son Butler (Barre), of Charleston; sister, Sassy Shull, of Co-
lumbia; grandchildren, Frances Lee Butler Bressan (John) of 
Charleston; William Barre McLeod Butler of Columbia; and Alli-
son Bethea Robertson of Columbia; three wonderful nieces; 
and a grand-niece and many grand-nephews and cousins 
whom he cherished.

Memorials may be made to Washington Street United Meth-
odist Church Foundation, Wounded Warrior Project, or a chari-
ty of your choice.

Please sign the online guestbook at 
www.dunbarfunerals.com
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HDI COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH  ❖  Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed up Slow Computers
➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup

(571) 265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers26 Antiques
We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Legal Notices

LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of
section 4-1-16 of the code of

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department

located at 3600 Wheeler
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304

is now in possession of
unclaimed bicycles, mopeds,

lawn equipment, money,
scooters, and other items. All
persons having valid claim to

the property should file a claim
to the property with

reasonable proof of ownership
or the items will be sold,
destroyed, converted or

donated. For a  complete
listing go to 

http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the 

Police Property Section at
(703) 746-6709.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Remodeling Interior, 
Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Floors, Ceramic Tile, 

Painting, Decks, 
Fences, Additions.
703-863-1086

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

              Furniture & Appl.

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Winter Savings...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf
removal, planting, hauling, gutter cleaning,

retaining walls, drainage problems, etc.

24 Hour Emergency Tree Service

Results! Why, man, I have gotten 
a lot of results. I know several

thousand things that won't work.
-Thomas A. Edison

Do not wish 
to be anything
but what you
are, and try 
to be that
perfectly.

-St. Francis 
de Sales I am easily

satisfied with 
the very best.

-Winston Churchill
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You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ServiceCenters
Keep Your Toyota

a Toyota

27 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR
Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.


